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Beating the drums 
of war again 


re living in dangerous times. The 
threats of war are growing acros our 
planet, ‘The big imperialist powers 


of America, Russia and China and their allies 
are increasingly involved in overt, covert and 
proxy wars 

Here are some of the lashpoints 


Syria-Irac 
The US is currently fying 60 lights a dey 
including bombing missions to target the 
Islamie State 

Despite widespread poverty at home, these 
are costing $7.5 million a day 

The propaganda war used to bolster this 
intervention focuses on the barbaric practices 

including beheadings — of the Islamic State 
group (also known as ISIS) 

But the US's own ally, Saudi Arabia, carried 
our 19 beheadings in August including that 
of Mohammed bin Bakr al-Alawi for allegedly 
practicing black magic sorcery 

The Islamic State isa vile sectarian organi- 
sation that grew out of the mess that the US 
had already created in Iraq. 

The US originally backed Shia sectarian 
forces in Iraq headed by Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki, and turned a blind eye when he 
unleashed bloody massacres against the Sunni 

These in turn began to give support to the 
Sunni insurgents of the Islamic State. We have 
of sectarian conflagration 


now entered a peri 
where both sides carry out massacres, 


Ukraine 
Over 2,000 people are already dead as the two 
imperialist forces of Russia and the US-EU 


alliance fight a deadly proxy war for control. 


Ukraine has been devastated by economic 
policies which favoured wealthy oligarchs at 
the expense of the mass of people 

Its population has shrunk by 13 percent as 
millions have emigrated. 

This catastrophe exacerbated the pre-existing 
division between the more rural Ukrainian 


speaking West and the Russia speaking east 


It is these divisions that both imperialist 
powers are now trying to exploit in order to 
gain greater control. 

NATO is currently formis 


10,000-strong multilateral force in response 
to the crisis and has set up four ‘trust fund’ 
to help re-equip Kiev's armies. 
These armies include militias run by far 
right-extremises 
Meanwhile Russia is engaged in a major 
covert operation to back up separatist fo 
and has annexed Crimea, 


Libya 
Remember all the talk of humanitarian mis- 
sions’. These were launched by Britain and 
France and then turned into a military opera- 
tion to topple Gaddafi 

Once again, the intervention of imperialist 
powers has created a gigantic mess as Libya 
descends into a civil w 


This war is now bei 
vention of the United Arab Emirates which 
works with Egypt and Saudi Arabia to establish 
their regional hegemony. 


East China Sea 
The declared aim of US forcign policy is to 
‘pivot towards Asia’, to encircle and contain 
China. 

Meanwhile the Chinese regime has doubled 
its own spending on arms and is now the second 
biggest global spender. 

Te too has begun a military build-up 
area and is challenging Japan — the US 
cipal ally of disputed territory 

While the conflict barely fig 
dia, it foreshadows much deeper 


the 


ires in the main- 


rivalries between the US and China. 

These flashpoints indicate two key patterns 
which will shape our world. 

One is a new more dangerous imperialist 
saly between the big powers. The growing 
bal corpora- 
ato political and military 
competition between their home states. 


economic competition between. 


tions is developis 


The reason the US initially invaded Iraq was 


to gain control over oil supplies to gain leverage 
ser economic rivals like China. 
When that failed they moved t 


egy of ‘containing the Chinese’ influence by 


hem with its military bases in the 


encircling 

“And it is not just the US whi 
imperialist power. Russia and China may be 
weaker than their main rival — but so too was 


acts as an 


German imperialism when it confronted Britain 
during World War L 


Their weaker status does not stop them hav 
ing imperialist ambitions 

The second feature is the decline of the US 

the world’s policeman’ 

In the past, especially after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the US seemed t 
Today; however. its weakness is 


ally dominant. 


ingly obvious, 


kwas, 


sively defeated in Iraq, it was forced 


to retreat from Afghanistan; and it could not 
muster politic 


But the weakening of US imperialism has 


l support to intervene in Syria. 


whetted the appetite of its rivals to take ad- 
vantage of the situation. 

And this is why the world has suddenly be 
come a more dangerous place, with ever more 
flashpoints developing. 

Socialists support none of these ‘great’ pow 
ers. We actively oppose their drives to war and 
will do everything to counter the propaganda 
they use to rally their population to their fag. 

In the West, that will mean opposing argu- 


ments that western liberal civilisation is under 
threat from Muslim horde 


One estimate for the cost of eliminating 
world hunger is $30 billion annually 

That is the equivalent of just over two week's 
military spending by the US alone 

Kr is less than one week's spending from the 
shocking $1.747 billion budget for the new 
global arms race in 2014, 

What better reason is there to rid ourselves 


of a system driven by profit and war 
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Liverpool hospital restricts Irish abortions 


Liverpool hospital From now on only one in the NHS, do not have the same stand- Dublinis National maternity opt for termination. simply rly on exporting its 
which hasbeen used womanawcektmmthelrsh = The move means that and of medical care. Hospital Irshowed thatcight The fact these women problems. We need the re- 
xtensively by lish Republic can avail oftheir growing numbers of Irish This announcement women out of ten whose will not have their access peal of the 8th amendment 


women seeking abortions services The restrictions are women will beforced tome coincides with the results foetus were diagnosed with to NHS facilities in Britain and proper abortion facilities 
has decided wo estict access. due to Tory spending cuts privately run clinics which of a survey carried out at a faral condition decided to shows why Ireland cannot provided in Ireland 
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Keep up the boycott €100 million in hand outs to the rich 
oflsraeli goods 


ver 2,100 people) was in the past. This why 
in Gaza were | we need to the boycott of 
murdered after | Israel. 


percent below the ‘penalty 
Pointy level 5 
raffic targets were drawn 
up by the National Roads 
Authority as part of an 
agreement with the toll 


SE 
ees es ee oly 

Incl bombed the area | Already over 500 Irish unrealistic but it sulted 

for more than By days. | ants and 190 lh Certain elements in the NRA 


which were closely tied to 
business interests. 

Under the terms of 
public private partnership 
agreements, the contracts 
between companies and 


This tiny strip of land | academics have pledged 
no bigger than the Isle | to boycott Israel. 

of Man- now stands in We urge you to do 

ruins. your part by boyvotting 
Yet despite its brutality | Istacli goods in shops 


Isracl could not rush They include state agencies are regarded as 
the Hama goverment. | fs oranges- which commercial secret 
instead, the Israeli are often grown on s'a result the NRA did 
Cee faces greater ie ated Palestinian eters eo a TET T 
Tight critiche Netanyahu | ` Israeli fruit such as ape 
and calls for even more | grapefruit, peppers, Neg bard pr 
genocidal attacks. avocados, grapes figs eee eas 
The latest ceasefire | Sharon fruits. Check the an estimated €100 million 
gives some relic but | label before you buy. in subsidies to wealthy 
Hac will tack asin in| “ial estan Lee a on top of the 
Seam) || fete ok o mion gaat 
nes PN ae iga loll road companie agreements they made with National Tall Roads, wi 
spares eae 2h citing a special | the state. ‘controlled by the Roche 
ignite Gombe ie ey pole a fete boas |b S pest eee 
same way as South Africa | the Dead Sea Company. | secret clauses inserted into | handed over to the operators the Westlink toll in Dublin. 


Three easy steps to help solve housing crisis PROPERTY VULTURES SWOOP 


“ict result of the govern preven Why could ence of 800 apartments in Dun | Eyintedacing special tax- | the ches ar the early stapes 


Butit could change if there 


s y to take control of unused formed REIT As long as they keep the | and Fine Gael went back on 


houses. This is more than they | property for three years and _ | their promises to bum the 


build social bousing trast chey have cur thesocsl unis TE it remains vacant afer to make gains from propery. | large Canadian REIT ciled | high rents — and geta tax 


“The government is by hosing budgetby 80 percent Impose reat control. In. three manths, shes propor- Real Eaate Investment Trasts | Carpet wbich hasbeen | subnidy from a government 
giving tax breaks to large since 2008. {tthe policy wat 2012.. the German parlia- ing thatthe council use ice athe main vehicle through. | buying up property allover | thar lectures us about 

investment company that revered, they could build ment pancdalawthatallows power so house people there which wealthy intemanional | Dublin. "sharing the pain’ of aunt 
buy lsh propery By con- thousands of social housing state governments to cap went kor a nominal ea. Investors ase buying up Irah | Ies main shareholder You coulda make ir up. 
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ear to the Greyhound Workers 


ICE FOR THE LOCKED OUT 
GRYHOUND WORKERS 
Pad 


Tim Tk 


he lockout at Greyhound 
Recycling began on 17 June 
when 78 workers were locked 


who 


their Jobs for failing to accept 


pay cut. The Buckley Brothers 
wn the company had previously 
established themselves as the bully-boy 
of the waste management industry 
Over the previous 18 months they 
had already succeeded in wrestling an 


extra nine hours unpaid labour from their 


workers, before doubling their routes 


This would be enough to satisfy m 
employers, bur the Buckley Brother 


wanted more, Sensing blood they ac 
cused the workers of being lazy and 
unproductive, even though the 


they assigned were becoming increas 
ingly unmanageable 

Then without warning on 17 June 
they struck again, demanding that every 
worker accept the new contract or face 


being sacked. 


Planned assault 

This was clearly an orchestrated move 
to break the warkers, Over 50 security 
staff were on site to make sure anyone 
who refused to sign was forced to leave 
Meanwhile, a squad of scab labour was 


Since then, nearly 100 scabs have been 
drafted in to make sure the Buckley 
keep making their profits. Ironicallyt 
takes almost 25% more scab labour to 


do the route-maps 


Greyhound is incredibly profit 


According to figures relating to 


the company made €8.75 million in 


is 
Dublin County Council. This is not even 


fits on one contract from South 


their biggest money-spinnce. However 
exactly how much Greyhound is cu 
rently making is shrouded in mystery, as 


the company accounts have been moved 
to the tax haven of the ile of Man. 


Injunctions 
Greyhound have ao spent hundred 
of thousands using the courts to barter 
their workers into submission. Within 
hours of locking out his 78 employees 
Michael Buckley was ar the High C 
secking to injunct them. 
Buckley's thinks that it ix perfectly 
sccepabl 
thel jobs ro scab labour, 
workers donit try to defend their ive 


ack out workers and hand 


hoods in any meaningful way. 
He is happy if workers want 

picket at the 

Knockmitten Industrial 


ates of Crag Avenue or 


ite. Very few 


ually see this and the long 


term effect might be to demoralise h 


opponent torment them and 


the trucks ke 


truck or the entrance to his facil 


Shamefully. the 
this logic and, 


rights to provide for their 


pert ka 

of the wse 

few hours is unacceptable 
This is 


Justice system and Buckley knew it. His 


of the Irish 


tens of thou: 
a hs 


it was design: 
frighten b 


SIPTU 


‘The role of supporters 

SIPTU is the biggest union in the 
methi 

nth 


in union fe 
IÉSIPTU was n 
pon that broke 


pe liable 


a ET V 


for costs in the High Court. This was 


enough to make them run for 


‘Over the last ten weeks of the dispute 
SIPTU have hid behind legal obstacles, 
forbidding their members from partici 


pating in any action that would disrupt 


sund. This left it up to activist 
supporters and the workers famil 


do the heavy lifting, 
From the start small teams 


This 


nwa Buckley's operation 


and put pressure on scabs, 
The next tactic was to block the main 


aces to Bucdey's premises, On four 
or five separate occasions around 30-50 
apporter tumed up unannounced. This 
hit the nerve centre of the operation as 


TD's and Councillors from People Before 
Profit and United Left were named in 
the injunction and Cllr Gino Kenny 
had costs awarded against him. Buckley 


eventually tcl 


injunction against everyone and anyone 


The workers rise 


This was calculated to finally break 


the workers spirits. Buckley thought that 


by stopping everyone from int 
with his tracks it was only a 


time before the strike was lost. Af 
9-10 weeks on strike it would be 


ro lose hope. 
In the even the workers united, stood 
up to the bullying and started to push 
the Buckley's back. On Monday 25 
August, 150 supporters assembled at 
agride big numbers of 


Crag Avenucal 

the workers. 
Their aim was simple and effective 

Break the Buckley's injunction, stop 

their business and hurt their profit, 

All week the g 

ing that Greyhound was simply unable 


s were blocked mean 


Speaking to Socialist Worker one of 


the workers, Ray summed up the feeling 

amongst his fellow strikers 
When we firs got lacked out we werent 
their profis bus SIPTU insted shar we haal 
Since Monday 


set. We wanted top 


any wishin he ints 


leyi in the 
and. They thought 
actualy come 


we have been hinting th 
we woud ol 


back sronger 


nd more confident, We are 


learning every day and the Buckley now 

bave a major fight on their bands, At 

the end 

eased ws like dirt. Michael Buckley is 

aa bully and there is 

to bullies an tha ist stand up to them 
The wa 


this they will wish 


hers estimated that as much 


the waste was left uncollected. 
After ten weeks on strike Buckley never 
budged on his insistence that workers 
take their pay cuts or lose their employ 
ment. Within two days of holding the 
trance, the workers were offered un- 
conditional talks in the Labour Relations 

SIPTU 

SIPTU is behaving like a weak union 
in this dispute. It even asked the work- 


ers for a period to give up their picket 


as some sort of good will gesture. ‘The 
fact that Buckley wasnt asked to give 
up his scabs or give back the jobs shows 
exactly how bad our trade unions have 
actually become 


Lots of the workers have tightly 
reasoned that SIPTU cant be trusted, 
However it would be wrong to conclude 


that they ate not needed. Regardless 


of how bad they have been up to now, 
SIPTU are sil the major players in the 
Fight to win the Greyhound lockout, 
The SIPTU leader, Jack O' Connor, 
should be calli 


à Dublin wide mass 


demonstration inside working hours 
like he did for the Irish Ferries work- 
ers. SIPTU is a massive bureaucratic 
machine that could quite easily get tens 
of thousa 

imo every house in Dublin asking people 
to show solidarity would be one way to 


s onto the streets. A letter 


build this protest. 
Another would be to work through 
their network of fall timers and shop 


Once SIPTU start playing the role o 
popularising the protest it isstill impor- 
tant that worker militancy backs this up. 
Workers need to hold their pickets, get 
SIPTU to build the support base and 
get into the communities. This strike 
can win and it is important for workers 


scywhere thar it does. 
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Sex, Catholicism and Capitalism 


Ce al politics are back. In recent 
weeks, thousands have joined 
demonstrations demanding abar- 
tion rights and the repeal of the eight 
amendment tothe Cansticution while 
other demonstrations called for mar- 
riage equality 

“Alongside battles over austerity; these 
issues are ser to figure prominently in 
Ireland's political landscape: 

Ireland rivals Malta in having the 
most restrictive abortion law in Europe, 

Hailed by the Labour Party as a 
major step forward, the Protection of 
Life During Pregnancy Act, that was 
passed last year, is barbaric. 

Te makes no provision for abortion 
after a rape; it forces women to continue 
with a pregnancy even when there is a 
aal foctal abnormality; it even threat- 
ens women with 14 years in prison for 
taking a self-administered abortion bill. 

The whole ethos of the Act is that 
a woman cannot make a free and 
conscious choice to control her body, 
Instead she must subject herself to an 
examination by a pane! of psychiatrists 
and obstetricians, two professions which 
have a lot of anti-choice doctors. 

The demand for marriage equality 
hasa different dynamic, Back in 1969, 
when the gay movement formed after 
the Stonewall riots, there was no focus 
on marriage 

That institution was seen as repres- 
sive as happy married straight couples 
were held up as the ideal model for the 
regulation of sexuality 

The recent demand for marriage 
squat reflects both the victories of the 
ay movement — as well as, sometimes, 
a demand for greater respectability 
within the system. In some sections of 
the movement there is an idealisation 
of marriage 

a to the Constitutional 
Convention, Marriage Equality, for ex- 
ample, argued that there was business 


Ina submis 


cme’ for equality because companies like 
Google and Apple believed it would 


lead to greater productivity for hap 
employees. 


But there is alo a radical side to de- 


mands for equality, At a recent LGBT 
Noise demonstration, for example, 
the issue was framed as part ofa more 
general fight for ‘equality’ which em- 
braced asylum seckers, travellers and 
wider women's rights 

Socialists defend the right of gay and 
transgender people to marriage and re 
ject medieval views that marriage is an 
institution designed by God only for 


procreation. 
No social institution is permanently 
fixed and we have a democratic right 
to re-configure them. 
‘Opposition to these chang 
from conservative forces who wane to 
impose ‘order’ on people. 
Instinctively, they recognise that de- 


mands for greater control of our bodies 
can be linked to a demand to the control 

Currently, about 70 percent of peo 
ple in opinion polls support marriage 
‘equality 

But no one should underestimate 
the ability of Catholic fundamental 
ists to prey on feats about the care of 
children. In France, for example, these 
forces formed an alliance with the Pset 
National Front to mount major dem- 
‘onstration against same sex marriage 

These fascists abo used the austerity 
betrayals of Socialist Party President, 
Francois Hollande, to increase support 
for their reactionary views. 
The intervention of the Facies on the 
isse — and the failure of the radical left 
to actively confront them ~ contributed 


The limits of liberalism 
We, therefore, needa clear str 


syto 
win the Repeal the Eight Amendmes 
campaign and gain marriage equality. 
This may means looking be 
political liberalism 
The Irish movement f 


freedom arose out of the wider opposi- 
tion to the control that the Catholic 
Church exerted over society. 

For decades, that Church appeared 
tobe unbeatable. This led some within 
ok to the EU asa 


‘progressive’ force 

The hope was the EU might help 
propel the Irish state into a more liberal 
position. 


equality 
ea 


What happened next shows how 
awed was this belief in gradual re 
form and a ‘liberal Europe. During the 
Maas the EU 


granted a special protocol to Ireland to 


icht Treaty referendus 


‘copper fasten w 
on for the ‘unborn’ 


Tn its most recent cat on the 
ABC cases in 2010, the European Court 
of Human Rights ruled that Insh w 


did not have a right to abortion in the 


own country on the grounds of health 


or well-being. 

M acknowledged thar right only when 
their life was threatened. Despite its rhe 
torical veneer about human rig 


EU’ primary concern is abo 
freed 


not women's rights- 
sw sexual freedoms being 


ow. incremental reform 
above. The major shift in Irish 
‘ety occurred after thousands mobi- 
lised in 1992 over the original X case 

This concerned a 14 year old girl 
who had been raped and was prevented 
from travelling to Britain. 

Such was the scale of mobilisatie 
that it forced the Supreme Court tore 
interpret the 8* amendment so that it 
allowed for abortion 


who were at risk of suicide. 

Their judgement did not arise from 
any legal logic — but from massive social 
pressure. Moreover, as the fundamen- 
talists suggested, it did help ‘open the 
Aoodgates of sexual rights and created 
an environment where homosexuality 


Abortion 
Let 
Women 


Decide 


ised shortly afterwards. 


Those who seck to win change 
through a consensus with elite figures 
ignore how, collectively, the political 
establishment still relies on the most 


backward forms af social Catholicism 
to sustain its support. 

The core base of Fianna Fail and 
much of Fine Gael, especially in the 
rural areas, relies on this conservative 
support base. 

The Dublin 4 liberals in Fine C 
may squirm uncomfortably but 
ced this strata to carry aut their auster- 
ity programme. That is why they make 
concession after concession so that we 
end up with a disgraceful measure like 
the Protection of Life in Pregnancy Act. 


Winning 

Real change will have to come from 
mass, popular mobilisation. The recent 
demonstrations have shown that the 


younger Celtic Tiger generation is 
waking up to the repression that lurks 
beneath modern Ireland's liberal image 

Instead of toning down militancy 
to appease Joan Burton, we need to 
encourage young people to express their 
outrage at the backwardness of official 
Irish society. That means loud angry 
demonstrations, as organisations like 
LGBT Noise have pioneered. 

These demonstrations need to be com: 
bined with clear politcal intervention 
tha give no leeway to excuses for delay 
and dithering 

There is no remon why women have 
to wait for yet another government to 
tackle the 8* Amendment. A referendum 
to remove this article could take place 
in a few months if the government so 
wished. 

A simple piece of legislation to call 
such a referendum should therefore be 
prepared and all TDs who chaim to stand 
far women's rights should be asked to 
vote for it 

Finally, thene is alo a class dimen- 
sion to this struggle. In the past, upper 
class men and women have lectured the 
poor abour their moral while havi 
money to hypocritically engage in what- 


the 


ever lifestyle they chose før themselves, 

Their ability to find British solu- 
tions to Irish problems has suited them 
perfectly 

The greatest victims of this Irish 
hypocrisy, however, are working class 

Over the last twenty years, 150,000 
women have been forced to travel to 
Britain 1o seek an abortion. 

This has involved needless stress and 
expense when they least need it 

Those, like the neglected teenage mi- 
grant victim of rape in the so-called Y 
case, who have not had the money to 
travel have been forced to go through 
with their pregnancy against their withes 

The fight for abortion rights and wider 
freedoms of sexual repression should, 
therefore, be linked to the fight against 
austerity and for proper public services 

This would also help to undercut 
the thetoric of the fundamentalist 
right which will target a 'liberal polizi- 
cal establishment’ and try to channel 
the anger of society towards reversing 
the rights weve gained rather than win- 
ning more rights to choose our destiny 
as workers and humans with feelings 
hopes and dreams, 
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Resistance grows to Irish Water 


Fish Water ate bing every houschold 
with any and inform- 
ing them tve until October 

31” vo return them if they wish to avail of 


This allowance wil onlycover bout 
one fifth of the average person's needs 
and the rest muste paid for The curent 
charge is €278 per year for the avemge 
owelold Larger household, especially 
those with young adults over eighteen, 
will pry much more. The changes will 
also nse considerably m future years to 
an estimated €600, 

‘The "application packs’ are put of « 
copagnnca war fo get people to acce] 
He Eniger nad hve to in fane bona. 
"They want you fo ‘condi if you are 
fr aie not a customer of Irish Water 
In other words, do you want to give up 
your human nght as a citizen to water 
services or buy in'to your own rip-off. 
"They also want you fo give em de- 


tails about everybody living m the house, 
including thar PPS numbers. This de- 
pte the fact that the current Inish Code 


af Conduct on privacy prohibits com- 
pues from holding such information 
Shunde 

"The new Minister overseeing this 
robbery it Alan Kaly from te Labour 
Party He replaces Phil Hogan who has 
been rewarded with à €331,000 salary 
an us fast yar as EU Commissioner for 
lectanng te Insh people on the need 
fanny 

"The prot making motives of Irish 
Water were ecentiyrevenled wien they 
tmounced theni set fatona changea 

People will have to pay €188 per 
hour ian Irish Water engineer travels 
to their home in sponse to complaints 
shout potential meter or water pipe 
Problema. That will rise to €282 per 
po if the reese for a sie investiga 
tian is made out-of hour 

ita householder wanes rsh Water 
to carry ott pressure testing at their 


property, people will have to fork out 


We don’t want your meters! 


catance to Irish Water is growing. 
n though thas gone completely 
eg eres 


Gaal Eae v at Set a 
ashpoints of 
IB CORK: fire O Connell repor 


‘One of the areas to be fin 


Irish Water for metering was Ashbr 
lights which wa 


owed by Pallnbury 


both in the Leghenamore, Togher area. 
The residents put out calls for help and 
the Ballyphehane/South Parish group 


responded. They were joined by peopl 


from all over the sty, including member 
ple Before Profit and other groups 


Irish Water retreated, beaten by ps 
power. Even the handful of meters they 
had installed were removed by lsh Water 


under che eye of the victorious resident 


and campaigner 


ow. Embolde 
Leghenam: 


and activi 
took on Irish Wate a they areved in 
arcas, thoroughly hampering the m 
installation program. 


south of 
‘n th 


Water had 


Iygarvan, a small vill 
jk city was one of the ne 

Once again Iris 
to retreat inthe face of strong 0 


from readents 
aline is a sizeable town about 
ork ity centre. Here and 
town of Passage West the 
rawn. Irish Water 
efforts to install ma 


ar least 10 estates cases they aga 


have had to retreat; their effors thwarted 
by the resolve of the ever-growing numbers 
of concerned residents and activists To 


date, twenty estates in Cork are meter fres 


SLIGO: som 


When 


mering however, voted overwbeln 
ingly thar they did not want meters and 
lsh Water was forced to leam 

M CLONDALKIN. beep 


Trish water have been driven out of 
Condalkinin Dublin and 


dnc. It 


ye etme 


lor, Gino Ke 
that ish W 
oxy ppl et ot et 
Water arrived. they 
people t ve 
Initial the Gardai hung around during 
but eventually the company 


When Irah 
by crowds of 


This eample was filled by other atx 
around the area In Green Park 60 peopl a. 
tended the street meeting andin Cherrywood 
a hundred turd 

Anti-water charg 


rotestors also staged 


a major 300 sirang demonstration through 
Clondalkin and showed their determina 

At one stage, Irish Water approached 
Councillor Gino Kenny and asked him 1o 
call off the protests. The request showed that 


dno pene ; 
new political force that is People Before 
Toft. We dont do sell out 


How to resist the water charges 


M Contact People Before Profit 

when Irish Water delivers their 

“application pack’ in your estate. 
We will call 

explain how ti 

to work and w 


resistance. Ie will be up 


to decide if they wan 


Water's request to buy 
pto water charges 
M Put around the word for a 
major demonstration on October 
ith. 
Two major unions, UNITE and 
NDATE, have been working 
cher a broad 


called 
people 


by distributing bundles of leaflets 


your frends and ne 
WDemand that all parties give a 
pledge to abolish the charges. 

Ask them not to support or enter 
any government that supports water 
Water charges nst be made inro 
are linc issue from which there is 
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Ukraine: the clash of imperialisms 


ia 


| isa tragedy for the people ofthat 
Counrry and a danger to all the 


cope of Europe and the word 
Pn che one hand the West =the rul 

ing clases of the US and the EU - have 
teen engaged in a sunainedartempe 1 
detach Ukraine Bor the Russian sphere 
Sfinfuence and bring it under tt own 

Tiis is part of wider astm ro domni- 
nate all the buffer counties of Eastern 
Europe ~ Poland, Hungary, Rumania 
ete. by drawing them into the EU and 
NATO and thus Belate Runia. 

On the ether hand Rusia i desperate 
one, which used tobe directly part oF is 
tempi in the days of the Soviet Union 

At the moment Ukraine is the front 
line of this wider conflict. 

The West is backing the government 
they helped impone în Kiev and Runia 
inaling the pre- Rumian’ rebels or Sep 


The Ukrainian ruling class is ive split 
beween those "oligarchs (mulri-milionaire 
businessmen) who wane closer ties with 
the EU and the 

The military situation is verious and 
getting worse, with aver 2500 people 


Tinked to Russia. 


billed already, with allegations that Rumian 
troops have entered the 

There ix a possibility 
tion of the country and 


bloody par 


yew cold war. with all the perils 
humanity. 


that pos 
The ordinary people of the Ukraine 


who are being fought ove 
fave no interest in supporting 


the EU 
the people of the Ukraine 
All talk about sovereignty and the rights 
of small nations is complete hypocrisy 
Whether it comes from the supporters of 


orthe US nor Putin 


Isracl, invaders of Iraq and manipulators 
of the IME, 

Iris also hypocrisy when it comes fom 
former members of the KGB (like Putin) 
and the imader of Georgia and Chechnya. 

Both these sets of imperialists are 
committed only to pursuing their own 
economic and geo-political interests 

The same is true of the wider conflict 
ren the West and Rusia. 

nment and political 
elite, whether Fine Gael, Fianna Fail or 
Labous will, of cours, side with America 
and the EU, in violation of Ireland’ con- 
Stirusional neutrality because they will 
consider that that is where their bread 
is buttered, 

And RTE and the main newspapers 
will go along with this. 

In reaction to this, some on the left 
will be tempted to line up behind Putin 
tn Russia both on the dubious pi 


friend’ and out of vague nostalgia for the 
Soviet Union, 

This is a mistake. 

Certainly our most immediate task is 
bat our own government and its 
support før US imperialism. 


But this should nor involve having any 
fusions in the Russian regime or imapin 
ing thai is somehow a progressive force, 
either within Rusia or internationally. 


After the beheading of American journalist James Foley: who created ISIS? 


Tyo Nal 


he beheading af American journalist 
James Foley has once again shone 
a spotlight on Irag. 


Foley wat arte by the llami State, 
which evolved our ofthe militant list 
group. ISIS: 

Thin has sparked outrage acron the 
Western worl and further fuelled calle 

ISIS irundoubardly a brutal exception 

Ask apard acro vorher Iraq and in 
opponents come under amac.” 

However cals for Western intervention 
t0 protec the people of irag are spaced. 

The truth s that the sectarian horrors 
unfolding acros the country are ukimately 
the product of American imperiali. and 
further military action in faq can only 
meate further devastation and division. 

Whilst sectarian divisions between 
Sunni and Shia Muslims exited in Iraq 
before the American invasion of 2003 
there was nothing lie the savage violence 
af the 2006-07 Civil War 

This i now being repeated in the bt 
beruween ISIS forces and the cener Iraqi 
state for control of the county. 

When the US invaded Iraq, they lied 
on the clastic imperialist tactic of divide 
and ruk. 

Imperialism alway tries to protect is 
position in an occupied country by play- 
ing one group of against one another. 

İn Irag, the US was happy to encour 
age sectarian divisions between Sunnis 


omina 


and Shias ro alleviate the threat of united 
menistance against their own imperialist 
agenda 

Sestarian Shia parties were recruited to 
povera the new post- Saddam [ragi sate 
bile Shia paar were encouraged 
To join the police and curity forces and 
ipren the Sunn fighter and popularion. 

The US also allowed a acd to 
grow within Irag (an unprecedented de 
Selopment, in the knowledge that thi 


Shias and further 
Petes out of al-Qaeda that ISIS would 
(Coincidentally, the US would abo 
later suppor ISIS in the Syrian Cil War 
or Bashar al Asad 
Following the victory of Shia forces in 
the 2006-07 Civil War, Nouri al-Maliki 
ruled iraq, supported by the US. 
Ha vekne xeran reme was deyoed 
by the Sanni population. and the country 


even had its onen Iraqi Spring 
201 3an Sunni protested peacefully against 
the regime of a- Maliki. 

The government responded with 
mass artens and attacks on Sunni 
Peighbouri 

in desperation and the absence ofany 
Sent, sectacan Sunni groupe Eke ISIS 
Sere able to grow ia senp, 

But the sectarian split has been inten- 
tying for years 


Notall calories are oe ae for that sugar high? 


reland — along with mos 
derloped word isin the midst ofan 
obesity epidemic. Acconding t 

Srudies over half the Irish populari 
overweight and levels of childhood obesity 
are growing at an alarming rate. 

Obesity has been linked to many 
health problems from type 2 diabetes to 
an increased prevalence of cardiovascular 
disease, stroke and certain cancers 

Handly a day goes by without a new 

oring rising obesity 
Jevels and che dangers of an unhealthy diet 


haa eneki there ly maint kern 
asl ice abei et ane 
Sa yet fora Fhe 
iing: = and ily growing secon of 
Bet elated medial 


i 
NEE 
E A 


ugar. In: 
been focused on d 
levels of sugar por 
bodies — ike thase of 


hardwired to 


y high levels of sugar and the esce can 
build up as fary deposits inthe live 
This in narn increases the body's 
production of insulin. 2 vicious 
Sele leads to yet farther fat retention and 
much of the prevalence of 


ich 


Scout for 


The capitalists s these 
rblem in other ways. Trends such as 
ling wages longer working hours and 
all combine to make it 

high quality food 
‘cooking nutritional 


bards for people ro 


continually push people in the distin 
convenience food, Similar 

ints on acces to regalar, varied 

exacerbate this trend m obesity and 


(Captain isa system riven with 


The US is only interested now that 
ISIS his capeure be seal eg 
City Mosul contol of which is crucial 
for controlling local oilfields 

The central plank of the American 
strategy when they invaded Iraq and 
Aigner 
inthe Middle Eat sling them con 
trol local ol reserves and pain the upper 
hand aver competitor such as China. 

Sa far the US has conducted ited 
sini againne ISIS argens. 

This was afier the plight of the Yazidi 
people an ancient ibe under the trea of 
Fencurion by ISIS was broadeastaround 
fhe world 

But most of the sires were over 
100km way fromm where the Yel people 
were stranded. j 

This in not to diminish the terrible 
suring of religio minorities in areas 
here TSIS are seizing contol 

iris simply to highlight a fact which 

The legacy af US imperinium in the 
Middle Eat poverty and devastation 

That it could purport to be an a hu. 
manitarian inion laughable especially 
in the wake af the crimes it has enabled 
is ally larael to commit în Palestine in 
recent weeks, 

‘Western intervention îs a dead end — 

Oni eine nortan left me 
ment can fra way ou ofthe inp 
cb Irag has been caught in 


contd 

Tn the developed world it gives usan 
cerabundance of often unhealthy food 
hile in the developing world milions 
atier rom hunger and malnutrition 

The human race is more than capable of 
producing enough healthy and nutritious 
Fod to supply the entire world population 
but the syranny of the market ad privare 
producta for prot prevents an ota 
Siseriburion of food 

Te icon by challenging this system 
puis fod far al of the words 


populacion. 


Seciatet Wesker T 


Scotland, Independence and the Left 


here is a serious whiff of panic 
coming out of Westminster as 
a referendum on Scottish in- 


dependence threatens the breakup of 
the United Kingdom. The ev- NATO 
general secretary and former UK min- 
ister of defence, George Roberson, has 
warmed that: "Independence would be 
cataclysmic for the world”, and thar: 

The forces of darkness, Britain's en- 
ies, "would love it" 


conductor for much of the class anger 
that exists against austerity 
This class anger is finding its political 
expression in raised hopes and expec- 
tations ofa Scotland that is opposed 
to privatisation, zero-hours contracts, 
child poverty and the whole package of 
neoliberalism on offer from Britain Ple. 
Opposition to Tory austerity is 
shown in a recent opinion poll, which 
showed that if Scots consider another 
Tory government in 2015, then sup- 
por fn 
43 percent to a majority, 59 percent. 
Yet there are many good trade un- 
ionists and labour movement activists 
who are opposed to independence, 
The Red Paper Collective, which is 
made up of Labour Party members, the 
Communist Party and some left trade 


Socialists, however, see two main 
nperialist reasons why Scottish 
independence is worthy of full support. 

Finy, independence for Scotland 
would diminish Britain's role as the 
Junior parner to US imperialism, seri- 
ously weakening both sides of the so 
called “special relationship”. 

In practice the break-up of the British 
state would make it much hard. 
what’ left of the rest of the U 
support further US military adventures 
and illegal wars in countries like Syria 


independence increases from 


for union officials, is putting a left-wing 
venion of the ‘No to independence’ 
position, 


They argue that a Yes vote will ead 


and across the wider Middle East. toa divided working class and is tan- 

Secondly, the removal of Trident A central plank of the independ- acterised by a narrow and hardened — Radical Independence campaign, tamount to abandoning the unity of 
nuclear submarines from the Clyde ence movement has been opposition Scottish nationalism. ‘Women for Independence or Tommy Scottish, English and Welsh workers 
would be a massive blow to Britain's to more Tory austerity. On the contrary the independence Sheridan's Hope Over Fear tour — that was forged out of the great battles 
position asa leading nuclear stateand The campaign has not been char- movement and its various offshoots have fast become politcal lightning of the Chartists, the General Strike of 
a real threat to the ability of the US 1926 and up to the defeat of Thatcher's 


to use Britain as a launch pad for is hated poll tax in 1990. 
missiles in Europe. 

The generals in Washington and ar 
NATO HQ are terrified of losing the 


Faslane nuclear naval base 


Workers’ unity 


Bu 
and the unity of the working class are 


the unity of the British state 


This is beeause they are acutely aware 
that finding deep waters around the 
UK to host the nucear-armed "Tiident 


submarines would mean spending tens 


not the same thing, 

Unity between workers north and 
south of the Scottish border does 
of billions of pounds to relocate it. not rest on the maintenance of the 

The NATO question in the referen- 
dum campaign is significant because 
Alex Salmond and his Scottish National 
Party (SNP) have ditched an immensely 
popular 30-year-old policy of opposing 


British state or the capitalist interests 
it represents 

Neither will the need and oppor- 
tunity for solidarity between workers 
north and south disappear if Scotland 
NATO, while still opposing Trident. Benoa: lap adent 
Socialists and anti-war activists will vices Watch EAEAN works 
need to fight to ensure that an inde- supporting each other against unsere 
pendent Scotland quits NATO and pulous bosses: from the great miners 
strike of 1984-85 to the poll tax. 


That should continue after the 


be ready to oppose Salmond and an 
SND which is committed to staying 


in this nuclear club. referendum. 


they will be cither arrested for “They may attempt to find some 
doing illegal work or silenced by the | refuge in hard drugs and are then 


n the 23ed of August capitalist drug barons who control | further ostracised for that decision. 
hund dona the industry. Tis often claimed that such 
It is indeed a glimpse into what 


im Jooks like. 
public 


unregulated capi 
The only solution to this is 
control over production an 


imply untrue. 
In countries suchas Portugal 


In the US, the states of Colorado 


and Washington are allowing the ated distribution of the drug so. | where all drugs have b 

‘rag to be used recentionaly aad i workery rights and consumer | decrisninalied and addicts a 

Colorado sold $14 million worth in safety i actually respected. encouraged t seek help the usage 
the first month alone. comes dheo is an ebvious cam | rate ofl denga bas actully 
Why then should socialists be nature to enforcing drug policy in | declined! 

interested inthe legalisation of Ineland. “Taking away the romanticsation 

cannabis and the decimi Somcone from working class | which surrounds the ilicit drugs 


in gene 

sec locking people u 
for using drugs as unhelpful but also 
do not want to see drugs promoted 
for profit the way alcobot and 
tobacco are. Safety has to come first 
and people before prot. 


anea in far more likely tobe arrested | and actually offering a supportive 
for the posemsion of a small amount | environment seems ta be a far better 
of cannabis than a CEO who kas | approach than merely demonising, 
Cocaine flowing out of every drawer | users of hard drugs. 

in bia desk. We must be careful, however, to 
Intolerant drag laws are wed as | argue mot just to legalise soft de 
Reyer peril |b ripe reteb peers 


Cannabis ix a relatively safe Wants to harass but nceds areason | but to push for proper support 
drag and has been shown to be less Todo so. services for users and fall regulation 
harmful than alcohol or tobacco. | harder drugs have probably used ied out that the production of | What then ofthe af workers conditions within the 
One of the argumens sometimes | cannabis. S rn 7 Slneabisis now a global industry. | decriminalisation of drugs în industry including alcohol and 
When cannabis is criminalised | He raised the issue of workers | general? If someone is straggling | tobacco, Advertising encouraging 
im the same way as otber droge a | rights within this drug industry | with an addiction problem, w heroin. | drug use should be banned across the 
drog This is cat non usually goes to the sasse | because haman trafficking, low | For example, crimisalizing them isan | board for all psychoactive drugs. 
becatse iF you reusing harder | [ind of people to boy itand then | wages and bed conditonsarethe | unnecenary and unfair estra burden, | If big busines geus hold of the 
drags, the taboo around softer drugs | can be more tempted to mare onto | norm. te place upon them, drug industry — a they do for 
‘wouldnt deter you. the harder droge ased within those |" This is down to the very fact that |” People with severe drug addictions | alcohol and tobacco - then the 
This docs not mean that all who | circles iil tend to be those who have already | welfare of people who use drugs will 
smoke cannabis will wind up on Kari Gill, a speaker at the protest | ` Workcre are stripped oftheir | been acglected by society: the poor, | be lefi by the wayside in the name of 


harder drugs, merely that people on | and a People Before Profit councillor ability to fight for their rightsas the homeless and the mentally ill. | huge profits. 
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Hospital crisis as Poots slashes healthcare budget 
Cancer care; elective care; domicilary care all targeted 


Fight the health cuts! 


he Royal Victoria Hospital 
has an excellent reputation 
for dealing with Accident 


and Emergency cases. 

But now it is under enormous 
pressure as it faces a huge increase 
in the number of cases ~ and has 
fewer staff to deal with them. 

“The result is longer waits 
greater stress on hospital st 

Its problems grew after the 


closure of the Accident and 
Emergency unit atthe Belfast City 
Hospital which was treating over 
40,000 cases annually. 

“This led to a huge overflow of 
patients seeking help in the Royal 

And that has produced regu 
lar crises, with a ‘major incident’ 
being declared last January and 
scores of people facing long waits 
for treatment 

Its other problem is Health 


Minister Edwin Poors. 

Poots is a right-wing Tory who 
sees public services as a nuisance 
ESE He 
has just announced a £140 million 


Among Poots proposals are huge 
cuts to lective care; cancer services 
a reduction in the amount of locum 
doctors; cuts in domiciliary ca 


and pay restraints for staff. 


Health Minister Poot 


“The cuts are so horrendous that 
they would provoke a major crisis- 

Bur to cover his own backside, 
Poots says that the Stormont 
Executive as a whole must take 
responsibility. 

He knows that he might be made 
legally responsible for any deaths 
that occurred due to his cuts and 
he wants to spread the blame 

Poots is also cngaging in a strat 
egy of political blackmail. 

He dims that Sinn Féin’ veto 
of the Welfare Reform Act caused 
the funding crisis and is demanding 
that they also share responsibility 
for the health cuts. 

“The reality is that the Tory cuts 


| — which Poots supports—have led 


to a reduction of the block grant 
by £78 million. 

As good nationalists, Sinn Fein 
will naturally blame Westminster 
cuts. 

But they go on to argue that 


Pots ‘cannot manage his budget 
-which is code for declaring that 
he did not bring in smaller cuts 
earlier on. 

“The looming crisis in the health 
services tells you everything about 
what is rotten about Northern 
politics. 

Public services are already being, 
run down and Sinn Féin and the 
DUP play a game of ‘pass the 
parce 

They arc part of the same 
Executive that draws up budgets 
which lead to reduced services. 

Bur they want to be part of a 
government administration and 
part of an opposition at the same 

The irony is that both these 
partics support a reduction on 
corporation tax for big business. 

Even while they cry abs 
they propose more hand-outs to 
big business so that they pay 


even less tax than they do at the 
moment 

The health service will not be 
defended by Stormont politicians 
playing cynical games while back 

austerity 

‘We nced a mass popular move- 
ment of health workers and the 
wider working-class community 
who come together to demand a 
proper health service 

When it comes to saving ser- 
vices at the Royal, it is pretty 
obvious what we need — a re- 
opening of the Accident and 
Emergency at the Belfast City 
Hospital; morc hospital beds and 
the recruitment of more nursing 
and medical staff. 

And when it is asked who 
will fund it, the answer is also 
straightforward 

Instead of reducing taxes on 
big business, we should be forc- 
ing them to pay morc. 


PROTEST: 
Endthe Criss at the 


Royal Victoria Hospital 


ENOUGH IS 
ENOUGH 


NO MORE CUTS 


Saturday 6th September at 
2pm Assemble outside Falls 
Road entrance of RVH 


Pre organised by ep Bre Pot 
and pated Unison Bench 


